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This guidance is valid for all locations and activities under the control of the University which involve children.

The University has identified the following categories of children who may be on University property or take part in an activity arranged by the University:

· Children on educational/Open Day visits to the campus

· Children of staff who are not at work, eg the member of staff is on holiday, maternity leave etc.

· Children of students who are not attending a timetabled part of their course, such as a lecture, lab class, tutorial etc.
Children not in the above categories are not normally allowed on Campus unless the University gives special dispensation resulting from circumstances such as severe weather conditions.
See also Regulations and policies - Using your Library - LibGuides at Teesside University which details circumstances where children are allowed in the Library.

For all categories of children permitted on the Campus the following guidance applies for both children who have not reached the minimum school leaving age (MSLA) and young persons, ie anyone under 18 years of age.  The guidance also applies to those over 18 years of age who are defined as vulnerable adults.
All activities involving children/young persons/vulnerable adults under the control of the University must be carried out in accordance with the University’s Child Protection Policy to ensure that child protection issues are addressed
Health and Safety legislation places restrictions on the work that can be carried out by children/young persons/vulnerable adults, particularly in the use of machinery, exposure levels for chemicals and work involving radiation.  
Prior to activities being carried out by children/young persons/vulnerable adults a Risk Assessment must be carried out to determine whether the activity that a child/young person/vulnerable adult is to do;
· is beyond their physical or psychological capacity,
· involves harmful exposure to substances that are toxic, can cause cancer, can damage or harm an unborn child or can affect human health in any other way,
· involves harmful exposure to radiation,
· has a risk to health from extreme cold, heat, noise or vibration,
· Involves a risk of accidents that cannot reasonably be recognised or avoided by children/young persons/vulnerable adult due to their insufficient attention to safety or lack of experience or training.
A child must never carry out any activities involving these risks. 
A young person/vulnerable adult, can carry out an activity involving these risks if;

· the activity is necessary for training

· the activity is properly supervised by a competent person

· the risks are reduced to the lowest level.

The Risk Assessment must also include details of the first aid provision that will be in place for the treatment of children to meet the requirement detailed in the Child Protection Policy to comply with the University’s First Aid Policy.
Further information on the safety of children may be obtained from the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) website or the University’s Health and Safety Centre ext 2213.
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